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“The Department of Sustainable Biomaterials (SBIO) at Virginia Tech invites applications for an 
Extension Specialist in Sustainable Biomaterial Marketing. The department's program focuses on 
developing future leaders in the sustainable utilization of forest-based and other renewable natural 
materials. Virginia's forest-based industry is a key stakeholder group, generating over $23 billion 
annually and employing more than 109,000 people. SBIO faculty with extension appointments have 
continually supported the Commonwealth's forest products industry. We seek dynamic candidates to 
build a program focused on existing and emerging biomaterial products, markets, and opportunities, with 
a strong focus on the state's forest products business sector. Candidates should have expertise in areas 
such as renewable material markets, biomaterial trade analysis, biomaterial business development and 
support, business adaptation to market changes, identifying industry needs, providing advanced 
knowledge of changing markets, new product development, providing focused support for businesses, 
and connecting students with industry and other stakeholders. The successful candidate will advance the 
outreach and engagement mission of the department and the Land Grant system by providing readily 
available, research-based programs and educational resources to improve the lives of individuals, 
families, businesses, and communities. We welcome applications from persons identifying with groups 
underrepresented within our discipline, including but not limited to Black, Indigenous, people of color, 
first generation, and underrepresented genders. The position is a tenure-track, 9-month appointment 
with primary responsibilities in extension (70%) and research (30%). The successful candidate will 
develop an impactful extension program and will develop an applied research program that supports 
their extension program(s). 
  
Please find the posting here:  Extension Specialist and Assistant or Associate Professor of Sustainable 
Biomaterial Marketing (pageuppeople.com). “ 
 
A. L. (Tom) Hammett, Ph.D. 
Professor, Sustainability, Design and Innovation 
Non-timber Forest Products Program 
Department of Sustainable Biomaterials 
Virginia Tech 
Brooks Forest Products Center, Mail Code 0503 
1650 Research Center Drive 
Blacksburg, VA  24061 
 
Phone: 540-231-2716 
 
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsbio.vt.edu%2F&data=05%7C02%7CRVlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C78eaba8cd4e144d5bdfd08dc20e5af9f%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C638421424444304631%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dvSZE70P5HcY8KmncK7ulsj4LC8dm0C83geR82R7kog%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vt.edu%2F&data=05%7C02%7CRVlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C78eaba8cd4e144d5bdfd08dc20e5af9f%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C638421424444319974%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dZ1NvgNfDb7Ye7BQztXGig4hpmme3%2BJiyU5OzDwOp6k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcareers.pageuppeople.com%2F968%2Fcw%2Fen-us%2Fjob%2F528287%2Fextension-specialist-and-assistant-or-associate-professor-of-sustainable-biomaterial-marketing&data=05%7C02%7CRVlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C78eaba8cd4e144d5bdfd08dc20e5af9f%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C638421424444333669%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mbqcVAROdTODti9%2BI9ymzAwO9qNpr9AaAo1uxYx%2BLHw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcareers.pageuppeople.com%2F968%2Fcw%2Fen-us%2Fjob%2F528287%2Fextension-specialist-and-assistant-or-associate-professor-of-sustainable-biomaterial-marketing&data=05%7C02%7CRVlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C78eaba8cd4e144d5bdfd08dc20e5af9f%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C638421424444333669%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mbqcVAROdTODti9%2BI9ymzAwO9qNpr9AaAo1uxYx%2BLHw%3D&reserved=0
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========================================================== 
Richard P. Vlosky, Ph.D. 
Crosby Land & Resources Professor of Forest Sector Business Development 
Director, Louisiana Forest Products Development Center 
Room 227, School of Renewable Natural Resources 
Louisiana State University Agricultural Center 
Baton Rouge, LA 70803 USA 
Phone: (225) 578-4527; Mobile: (225) 223-1931 
rvlosky@agcenter.lsu.edu 
https://www.lsu.edu/rnr/people/pro�iles/vlosky.php 
 
Chair, LSU Agricultural Faculty Council, LSU AgCenter/College of Agriculture 
https://faculty.lsu.edu/ag-faculty-council/index.php 
 
 

 

mailto:rvlosky@agcenter.lsu.edu
https://www.lsu.edu/rnr/people/profiles/vlosky.php
https://faculty.lsu.edu/ag-faculty-council/index.php


Extension Specialist and Assistant or Associate Professor of 
Sustainable Biomaterial Marketing 

Job Description 
The Department of Sustainable Biomaterials (SBIO) at Virginia Tech invites 
applications for an Extension Specialist in Sustainable Biomaterial Marketing. 
The department's program focuses on developing future leaders in the 
sustainable utilization of forest-based and other renewable natural materials. 
Virginia's forest-based industry is a key stakeholder group, generating over 
$23 billion annually and employing more than 109,000 people. SBIO faculty 
with extension appointments have continually supported the Commonwealth's 
forest products industry. We welcome applications from persons identifying 
with groups underrepresented within our discipline, including but not limited to 
Black, Indigenous, people of color, first generation, and underrepresented 
genders.  
 
We seek dynamic candidates to build a program focused on existing and 
emerging biomaterial products, markets, and opportunities, with a strong 
focus on the state's forest products business sector. Candidates should have 
expertise in areas such as renewable material markets, biomaterial trade 
analysis, biomaterial business development and support, business adaptation 
to market changes, identifying industry needs, providing advanced knowledge 
of changing markets, new product development, providing focused support for 
businesses, and connecting students with industry and other stakeholders.  
 
The successful candidate will advance the outreach and engagement mission 
of the department and the Land Grant system by providing readily available, 
research-based programs and educational resources to improve the lives of 
individuals, families, businesses, and communities.  
 
The focus of the program may include the following areas: 
 
• Analyze biobased materials and energy markets  
• Assess the policy impact on market conditions 
• Assist stakeholders with analyzing and developing potential markets 
• Identify industry needs and advance knowledge as product markets develop 
• Support renewable materials businesses 
• Develop sustainable business strategies 
• Support business plan development 
• Assist with new product development 
• Assist with analysis and development of export markets 



• Program evaluation and impact 
 
The position is a tenure-track, 9-month appointment with primary 
responsibilities in extension (70%) and research (30%). The successful 
candidate will develop an impactful extension program and will develop an 
applied research program that supports their extension program(s). Advising 
and mentoring of graduate students is reqRequired Qualifications 

• Ph.D. in Sustainable Biomaterials, Forest Products Marketing, Bioproducts 
Marketing, Operations Management, Business, Forestry, Wood Science, or 
related field 
• Potential to attract funding to support an active research and extension 
program 
• Potential to develop and sustain a nationally recognized extension program 
• Excellent communication skills 
• Demonstrated ability to publish and present scholarly work 
• Potential for success in research design, grant development, and 
presentation of results at scientific meetings. 

Preferred Qualifications 
• Ability to mentor and support graduate and undergraduate students. 
• Evidence of stakeholder engagement, situation analysis, creating and 
delivering content for educational outreach, training, or continuing education 
purposes via multiple delivery modes and evaluation. 
• Demonstrated record of scholarship that complements existing sustainable 
biomaterials programs. 
• Ability and interest to collaborate with state or federal agencies, foreign 
governments, NGOs, private industry, or some combination of these groups. 
• Experience in leading and managing teams.  
• Demonstrated ability to work with and support diverse colleagues, clientele, 
and audiences located at on and off-campus locations to build cohesive 
programs across research and Extension missions. 

Salary Information 
80,000-90,000, commensurate with experience 

Review Date 
March 11, 2024 



Additional Information 
The successful candidate will be required to have a criminal conviction/driving 
check. 

About Virginia Tech 

Dedicated to its motto, Ut Prosim (That I May Serve), Virginia Tech pushes 
the boundaries of knowledge by taking a hands-on, transdisciplinary approach 
to preparing scholars to be leaders and problem-solvers. A comprehensive 
land-grant institution that enhances the quality of life in Virginia and 
throughout the world, Virginia Tech is an inclusive community dedicated to 
knowledge, discovery, and creativity. The university offers more than 280 
majors to a diverse enrollment of more than 36,000 undergraduate, graduate, 
and professional students in eight undergraduate colleges, a school of 
medicine, a veterinary medicine college, Graduate School, and Honors 
College. The university has a significant presence across Virginia, including 
the Innovation Campus in Northern Virginia; the Health Sciences and 
Technology Campus in Roanoke; sites in Newport News and Richmond; and 
numerous Extension offices and research centers. A leading global research 
institution, Virginia Tech conducts more than $500 million in research 
annually. 

Virginia Tech does not discriminate against employees, students, or 
applicants on the basis of age, color, disability, sex (including pregnancy), 
gender, gender identity, gender expression, genetic information, national 
origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, or military status, or 
otherwise discriminate against employees or applicants who inquire about, 
discuss, or disclose their compensation or the compensation of other 
employees or applicants, or on any other basis protected by law. 

If you are an individual with a disability and desire an accommodation, please 
contact Patricia Colley at colleyp@vt.edu during regular business hours at 
least 10 business days prior to the event. 

Advertised: January 24, 2024  
Applications close: Open until filled 

Position is Posted Online Here 
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