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A timely and interesting article from my friend and colleague Lloyd Irland.  
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On the morning of Feb 24, 2022, worries of war became tragic realities. The world was jolted by 
TV images of the brutal Russian invasion. The war immediately disrupted 

the global wheat trade- Ukraine being a huge exporter as well as having the ports that handled much of 
Russia's grain exports. The devastation  of ports  and the naval warfare on the Black Sea amounted to 
a de facto wheat blockade. But lumber is very different. Ukraine has about 25 million acres of forest, or 
about as much as the US state of Georgia. Its role in forest products trade is minor. 
 

Ukraine's neighbor to the north, however, is the world's largest lumber exporter. Within its 
internationally recognized  pre-2014 borders it contained 2 billion acres of forest - one acre in five of the 
global total. Russia is a huge lumber exporter, 24 percent of the world's total. Very little comes directly 
to the US market -less than from Austria. In fact, less than the annual production of one large sawmill. 
Russia's total production is on par with Canada's and less than the US, but its exports exceed Canada's 
(Table 1 in Attached PDF). The most recent comparable data are for 2019. Ukraine and the US are in 
about the same position for export volumes - basically nobodies on a global scale. But US values per unit 
of volume are the highest, while Russia's are the lowest. 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Richard P. Vlosky, Ph.D. 
Crosby Land & Resources Endowed Professor of Forest Sector Business Development 
Director, Louisiana Forest Products Development Center 
Room 227, School of Renewable Natural Resources 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
Phone (office): (225) 578-4527; Mobile Phone: (225) 223-1931 
rvlosky@agcenter.lsu.edu 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Chair, Agricultural Faculty Council, LSU AgCenter/College of Agriculture 
 
Scientific Board Member (https://www.forest-journal.com/) 
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