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India has lost the second-largest forest area among all countries in five years 
An increase in population and the push for big infra projects led to deforestation 
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India lost 668,400 hectares (ha) of jungles on average between 2015 and 2020, a new report has said. 

The is only second to the scale of deforestation in Brazil, noted the report released last month by Utility 

Bidder, a UK-based utility costs comparison firm. Brazil lost nearly 1.7 million hectares of forest between 

2015-2020, as climate change adversely affected forest growth. 

 

Utility Bidder’s report analyzed deforestation trends in 98 countries over the past 30 years. 

https://qz.com/author/mimansav
https://www.utilitybidder.co.uk/compare-business-energy/deforestation-report/
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“As the country with the second largest population in the world, India has had to compensate for the 

increase in residents—this has come at a cost in the way of deforestation,” the report stated. Since prime 

minister Narendra Modi came to power in 2014, his government has given an impetus to stalled 

projects approved under his predecessor, besides launching fresh ones. For this, vast areas of forestry 

needed to be cleared. 

India’s infrastructure push 

In the five years since 2018, India’s environment ministry has earmarked around 88,903 hectares of 

forest land for non-forestry purposes such as transmission lines, railways, and defence projects, junior 

minister Ashwini Kumar Choubey told parliament earlier this month. 

Of this, the largest share of 19,424 hectares was diverted towards road construction, followed by 18,847 

hectares for mining and 13,344 hectares for irrigation projects. 

Such development projects have come at the cost of environmental degradation, resulting in lethal 

disasters, experts said. 

In January this year, land subsidence in the sub-Himalayan town of Joshimath affected nearly 20,000 

people. The town in the northern Indian state of Uttarakhand is a key gateway to several mountain 

expeditions, trekking trails, and pilgrim centres. 

Many environmentalists are of the view that this crisis was a result of the hydropower projects 

undertaken in and around Joshimath. 

To compensate for the loss of forests, a tree-planting drive would be carried out, minister Choubey had 

said in parliament. 

However, a report published by The Indian Express newspaper in March showed that even existing 

numbers for India’s forest cover might not be reliable. 

https://theprint.in/india/pending-under-upa-speeding-under-nda-10-big-ticket-infra-projects-that-picked-up-after-2014/1265004/
https://theprint.in/india/pending-under-upa-speeding-under-nda-10-big-ticket-infra-projects-that-picked-up-after-2014/1265004/
https://www.deccanherald.com/assembly-election-2019/89k-hectares-of-forest-land-diverted-for-development-projects-in-last-5-years-1207575.html
https://www.deccanherald.com/assembly-election-2019/89k-hectares-of-forest-land-diverted-for-development-projects-in-last-5-years-1207575.html
https://rajyasabha.nic.in/Questions/MinistryWiseSearch
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-64201536
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-64201536
https://indianexpress.com/article/express-exclusive/deforestation-timber-trail-afforestation-myth-8474160/
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“...bungalows of ministers and senior officers, the Reserve Bank of India building and parts of the 

campuses of AIIMS and IIT in Delhi are classified as ‘forests’ in official maps. It shines a light on the 

ambiguities and grey areas that could prevent the country’s afforestation programme from achieving its 

potential,” the report said. 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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