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This post is the second in a series related to the Q2 2023 Forisk Research Quarterly (FRQ) which includes 
forest industry analysis, timber price forecasts, and featured research on western silviculture. It provides an 
excerpt from the U.S. South regional summary, which includes timber price, demand, and supply outlooks by 
state. 
 
Private timberland owners, including timber investors, public timberland companies, forest industry, and 
individuals/families, own 4.4 billion tons of standing pine timber in the U.S. South. The timber inventory 
consists of 2.7 billion tons (62%) of sawtimber and 1.7 billion tons of pulpwood (38%). Every year, we 
update our forecasts of timber supplies in the U.S. South. The forecasts inform the timber price models 
published in the Forisk Research Quarterly and they give us a view of the future to use for capital 
investment decisions. 
 
Updated models forecast the pine inventory in the South to increase 9% in the next ten years. Supply 
forecasts project more inventory growth than our models last year due to higher inventories and timber 
growth/acre as measured by the U.S. Forest Service and lower expectations of demand from a lower 
housing outlook. Results vary by state.  
 
Pine inventories decline in Florida, Georgia, and Louisiana. Inventories increase in the other Southern 
states, with the largest inventory increases by volume in Mississippi, Arkansas, Virginia, and Alabama. 
Results also vary by product: pine sawtimber inventories increase 17% in the South in ten years, while 
pulpwood declines 3%. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-api.wordpress.com%2Fbar%2F%3Fstat%3Dgroovemails-events%26bin%3Dwpcom_email_click%26redirect_to%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fforisk.com%252Fblog%252F2023%252F04%252F26%252Fsouthern-pine-timber-inventory-outlook%252F%26sr%3D0%26signature%3Dce18b853ce069962275b6caec9c2584e%26blog_id%3D56203553%26user%3D7c59aafaeaac254160f220109bbdf760%26_e%%26_z%3Dz&data=05%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7Cb60b2d400c694df8e01308db469cacab%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C638181410996866480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OFNW3Zkz7G8Uc%2BOnMC3QM9sD9rhLLRSHILWdrqY2jpw%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforisk.com%2Fproduct%2Fforisk-research-quarterly-frq%2F&data=05%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7Cb60b2d400c694df8e01308db469cacab%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C638181410996866480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZNrGOAb%2FY1EB79nqEiGtrkHTTLHx5ZQQ%2F0b2CdASYcc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforisk.com%2Fproduct%2Fforisk-research-quarterly-frq%2F&data=05%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7Cb60b2d400c694df8e01308db469cacab%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C638181410996866480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZNrGOAb%2FY1EB79nqEiGtrkHTTLHx5ZQQ%2F0b2CdASYcc%3D&reserved=0
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Forecasted Pine Inventories by State. Source: Q2 2023 Forisk Research Quarterly. Data Sources: US 
Forest Service FIA, SOFAC 
 
While state-level models are helpful for regional analyses, timber markets are local. Strategic decisions 
on where to build mills or where to buy timberland rely on market-specific analysis. The 2022 Timber 
Market Rankings Study that we published last year analyzed 30 timber markets in the U.S. South and 7 
markets in the Pacific Northwest to rank them for investment. Growth-to-drain analysis from this report 
shows localized supply dynamics that provide more nuance than the state-level trends. For example, 
markets in southern Georgia show tightness in supply relative to demand. This contrasts the more 
plentiful timber supplies in north Georgia relative to demand in that part of the state. Likewise, localized 
analysis shows more of a supply imbalance in northern Mississippi than in southern Mississippi. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforisk.com%2Fproducts%2Fcategory%2Fmill-multi-client-study%2F&data=05%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7Cb60b2d400c694df8e01308db469cacab%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C638181410996866480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J7NHTyP5Yuov513QyyjrJH7tEAF4Y%2FFMBFGryPtHY40%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforisk.com%2Fproducts%2Fcategory%2Fmill-multi-client-study%2F&data=05%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7Cb60b2d400c694df8e01308db469cacab%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C638181410996866480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J7NHTyP5Yuov513QyyjrJH7tEAF4Y%2FFMBFGryPtHY40%3D&reserved=0
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Total Pine Growth-to-Drain 2021. Source: Forisk 2022 Timber Market Rankings Study. 
 
Timber supply forecasts indicate opportunities for wood-users to expand in the U.S. South, and they 
inform strategies of timberland investors to manage portfolios in the region. 
  
To learn more about the Forisk Research Quarterly (FRQ), click here or email Heather Clark at 
hsclark@forisk.com. 
  
 

 
Contact Details 
Use our contact form 
Email: hclark@forisk.com 
 
 
 
 
Address:  
PO Box 5070 
Athens, GA 30604 
 
Phone: (770) 725-8447 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Richard P. Vlosky, Ph.D. 
Crosby Land & Resources Endowed Professor of Forest Sector Business Development 
Director, Louisiana Forest Products Development Center 
Room 227, School of Renewable Natural Resources 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
Phone (office): (225) 578-4527; Mobile Phone: (225) 223-1931 
rvlosky@agcenter.lsu.edu 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Chair, Agricultural Faculty Council, LSU AgCenter/College of Agriculture 
 
Scientific Board Member (https://www.forest-journal.com/) 
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