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Full Story: 

https://www.vox.com/platform/amp/down-to-earth/2021/10/29/22752019/build-back-better-
bill-climate-forest-fires-wildlife 
 
Biden’s $27 billion bet on forests 
The president’s Build Back Better proposal could be a game changer for US forests. 
By Benji Jones, October 29, 2021 2:30 pm 
 

As the White House revealed Thursday, President Joe Biden has stripped a lot from his Build Back 
Better framework to placate moderate Democrats. Free community college is out, as is Medicare 
coverage of dental and vision services, among several other priorities. 

But there is one surprising area that’s so far survived the congressional gauntlet as part of a big climate 
spending proposal: forest management and conservation. The bill — which Democrats are trying to pass 
with a simple Senate majority using the reconciliation process — allocates roughly $27 billion for 
spending related to federal, state, and tribal forests. 

While that’s just a sliver of the roughly $1.75 trillion spending package, it’s an enormous and historic 
number, said Collin O’Mara, CEO of the National Wildlife Federation. “It’s the most significant investment 
ever in our national forests,” O’Mara told Vox. “It’s an astonishingly big deal.” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Richard P. Vlosky, Ph.D. 
Director, Louisiana Forest Products Development Center 
Crosby Land & Resources Endowed Professor of Forest Sector Business Development 
Room 227, School of Renewable Natural Resources 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
Phone (office): (225) 578-4527; Fax: (225) 578-4251; Mobile Phone: (225) 223-1931 
Web Site: www.LFPDC.lsu.edu  
 

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vox.com%2Fplatform%2Famp%2Fdown-to-earth%2F2021%2F10%2F29%2F22752019%2Fbuild-back-better-bill-climate-forest-fires-wildlife&data=04%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C27c4a56d18d240a23ebc08d9a3e3109c%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637721018254340630%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=nUiGLxqlnoK%2BtlwvRA6LlBPwNq8Q3XkuYhoZ54CNtKk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vox.com%2Fplatform%2Famp%2Fdown-to-earth%2F2021%2F10%2F29%2F22752019%2Fbuild-back-better-bill-climate-forest-fires-wildlife&data=04%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C27c4a56d18d240a23ebc08d9a3e3109c%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637721018254340630%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=nUiGLxqlnoK%2BtlwvRA6LlBPwNq8Q3XkuYhoZ54CNtKk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.vox.com/authors/benji-jones
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/10/28/president-biden-announces-the-build-back-better-framework/
https://www.vox.com/2021/10/28/22748554/biden-budget-build-back-better-democrats-child-care-taxes
https://www.vox.com/2021/10/28/22748554/biden-budget-build-back-better-democrats-child-care-taxes
https://www.vox.com/2021/10/28/22748554/biden-budget-build-back-better-democrats-child-care-taxes
https://www.vox.com/2021/10/28/22748554/biden-budget-build-back-better-democrats-child-care-taxes
http://www.lfpdc.lsu.edu/

