
 6 June 2018 
 

SENT TO LSU AGCENTER/LOUISIANA FOREST PRODUCTS DEVELOPMENT CENTER - FOREST SECTOR / FORESTY PRODUCTS INTEREST GROUP 

1 
 

 

 
Russia and Japan to collaborate on biomass project 
 
MAY 30, 2018 
 
 

(left)The Abies nephrolepis forest in Eastern Russia 
(Wikimedia Commons/Романвер) 

As part of the Russia-Japan Investment Fund (RJIF), 
the Russian Direct Investment Fund (RDIF) and 
JBICIG Partners (a subsidiary of the Japan Bank for 
International Cooperation) have agreed to 
'collaborate and consider' potential investments in 
Russia’s bioenergy industry. The forestry company 
RFP Group from Russia and investment company 
Prospect from Japan have also signed onto the 
agreement. 

The group plans to work on a facility to process waste 
from the timber industry into wood pellets. The plant 
is to have a total production capacity up to 135,000 
tonnes per year. Construction is expected to start in 
the summer of 2018, with operation in 2019. There is 
scope to expand the capacity of the plant and 
construct of additional facilities with a capacity 
around 500,000 tonnes per year. 

A ‘significant’ volume of the pellets is to be exported 
to Japan, which supports the use of biomass for 
energy production through a feed-in tariff. 

The Russia-Japan Investment Fund was established to promote economic, trade and investment 
cooperation between Japan and Russia. Focuses for the fund include healthcare, smart cities, sustainable 
technologies and energy. Activity also supports cutting-edge technologies, developing industries and 
export in the Russian Far Eastern District. 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Richard P. Vlosky, Ph.D. 
Director, Louisiana Forest Products Development Center 
Crosby Land & Resources Endowed Professor of Forest Sector Business Development 
Room 227, School of Renewable Natural Resources 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
Phone (office): (225) 578-4527; Fax: (225) 578-4251; Mobile Phone: (225) 223-1931 
Web Site: www.LFPDC.lsu.edu  
 

 
 
President, Forest Products Society; President, WoodEMA i.a. 
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