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All of the articles/items seem interesting so I am forwarding the whole post I received.  Regards, Rich 
 
 

 

 

November 29, 2017   

Rising Starts and Sales Indicate More Gains Ahead 
October was a good month for housing. Single-family and multifamily housing starts rose by almost 14%. 
Single-family starts (877,000) are at a post-recession high and have grown 8% on a year-to-date basis 
compared to last year.  
 
And rising home sales indicate more gains are in store for residential construction. Existing home sales 
expanded 2% in October, while inventory fell for the 29th consecutive month to only a 4.4 months' supply. 
Newly built single-family homes sales rose 6% last month, recording its strongest reading in a decade.  
  
At this sales pace, there is only a 4.9 months' supply of new homes available. Moreover, a rising share of 
new home sales is coming from homes that have not yet begun construction, pointing to additional gains 
for construction in the near term. 
  
–NAHB Chief Economist Robert Dietz 
 

 

Prices and Sales 
New Home Sales Reach Strongest Pace in a Decade 

Shrinking inventory of existing homes gives more momentum to new home construction.  

Existing Sales Up 2% in October  

Share of first-time buyers increased to 32%. 

Home Price Appreciation Continues  

All 20 of the U.S. metro areas had positive annual growth. 
   

http://www.mmsend38.com/link.cfm?r=Q-WunKF3_nBcsEQYeizojg%7E%7E&pe=k32hrpGC7q_gryFhWaQq7-E6gjiCthgdHnKg1lU7DUTGa2IAE8m1Z4TWwl9X5lRYzEFPa5r0GuWdV_upSHGoFw%7E%7E&t=oNFuyVgQP5WYMBa3vT7SdQ%7E%7E
http://www.mmsend38.com/link.cfm?r=Q-WunKF3_nBcsEQYeizojg%7E%7E&pe=jvaoeK8WeqW7D6YNurFgvvB3YyT__IYEeYaob-awtld3M4pGzNYQt-mQhHB2UYGrW_qHOYXx-vpX0g2-jTzkzQ%7E%7E&t=oNFuyVgQP5WYMBa3vT7SdQ%7E%7E
http://www.mmsend38.com/link.cfm?r=Q-WunKF3_nBcsEQYeizojg%7E%7E&pe=jvaoeK8WeqW7D6YNurFgvvB3YyT__IYEeYaob-awtld3M4pGzNYQt-mQhHB2UYGrW_qHOYXx-vpX0g2-jTzkzQ%7E%7E&t=oNFuyVgQP5WYMBa3vT7SdQ%7E%7E
http://www.mmsend38.com/link.cfm?r=Q-WunKF3_nBcsEQYeizojg%7E%7E&pe=8EdKtge2riJbxRo7numgiTpVHiiJ8yCSzYvSt9t3HZwTqlGckXOYSMf8_7yutNATze-nMuWUPYDJl7TV5wLH0Q%7E%7E&t=oNFuyVgQP5WYMBa3vT7SdQ%7E%7E
http://www.mmsend38.com/link.cfm?r=Q-WunKF3_nBcsEQYeizojg%7E%7E&pe=9jp2iIr9sQOp_TQ2o3r-wJkV2Io2alCama6MJj0XlaXwQbhjYp3iz2mWVMBZZxELK6Jlbu33npIbdq4cmhIU0g%7E%7E&t=oNFuyVgQP5WYMBa3vT7SdQ%7E%7E
http://www.mmsend38.com/link.cfm?r=Q-WunKF3_nBcsEQYeizojg%7E%7E&pe=KSzpHvatWmpizobqPpEAOqfSepC797di8VkOu4slIDH2WsOhJVXsrrihJ2c2Ql_DkDk3xAE2m13zLcRjmUcUkw%7E%7E&t=oNFuyVgQP5WYMBa3vT7SdQ%7E%7E
http://www.mmsend38.com/link.cfm?r=Q-WunKF3_nBcsEQYeizojg%7E%7E&pe=aSfhwa2psKbbZxR10thjYbBudKMMidFUVKPaeQs2DQm5K7WXaURO3PHmLBeWErJuTaqhMu2XGE7B-PgDRDTMJg%7E%7E&t=oNFuyVgQP5WYMBa3vT7SdQ%7E%7E
http://www.mmsend38.com/link.cfm?r=Q-WunKF3_nBcsEQYeizojg%7E%7E&pe=uBzOFkRcH1oclz3wQ7WYk2BSwfs-IUu98z7E9L_VAZbl03T_imG_ajpXr8tkvH2WU5ehSuyRIIFxZgfLxvQQHg%7E%7E&t=oNFuyVgQP5WYMBa3vT7SdQ%7E%7E
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Housing Starts 
Slight Gains for Custom Home Building 

Volume is expanding, but overall market share is seeing declines.  

Construction of Multifamily Rentals on the Rise  

Starts ticked back up to an elevated level of 95% in the third quarter.  

Townhouse Construction Growth Continues 

Starts in the third quarter were 18% higher than a year ago.  

Housing Starts Rise in October  

Solid readings from the single-family sector.  

Industry Insights 
AD&C Financing Conditions Ease at a Slower Pace 

All major categories of lending continue to report easing standards.  

How Many Toilets, Showers are in Newer Homes?  

NAHB study examines bathroom fixture trends through several decades.   

Multifamily Developer Confidence Weakens  

Third-quarter index reading the lowest since 2011.  

Declining New Home Size Trend Continues 

Median size of a new single-family home has decreased to 2,378 square feet.  

http://www.mmsend38.com/link.cfm?r=Q-WunKF3_nBcsEQYeizojg%7E%7E&pe=uiyCi_DPFTIdZKrt6OTu4_jChk5_wzFLydEOGxSM75eY7EQQaKNEJ0DWlp50AFP5egLqSSR2SwYlMGLu1UJwHQ%7E%7E&t=oNFuyVgQP5WYMBa3vT7SdQ%7E%7E
http://www.mmsend38.com/link.cfm?r=Q-WunKF3_nBcsEQYeizojg%7E%7E&pe=JwvRurgo2nWq3kRIHUY6APpXW5kmK9kcgeTMIEyuqPIeRtLBO7-N7zDjOrTyLh26wlOrDmmzVQzPC_ZyD_BSWg%7E%7E&t=oNFuyVgQP5WYMBa3vT7SdQ%7E%7E
http://www.mmsend38.com/link.cfm?r=Q-WunKF3_nBcsEQYeizojg%7E%7E&pe=c9Udjx-NAP3GGl45ZbHmDdIFpQc88LyPnrx8yNLZjQSnGr4OgN34wiv794Zv65hJ8g8SPA9ssw2xMdtmPafVGA%7E%7E&t=oNFuyVgQP5WYMBa3vT7SdQ%7E%7E
http://www.mmsend38.com/link.cfm?r=Q-WunKF3_nBcsEQYeizojg%7E%7E&pe=22eXhJ_0ekAYiI0fz_enHpDh4GsUp49KiIht7yj-PmaemdgixWfq4Eu0ymfyZBuLEafY_5vRXDx-TdElEdf9Og%7E%7E&t=oNFuyVgQP5WYMBa3vT7SdQ%7E%7E
http://www.mmsend38.com/link.cfm?r=Q-WunKF3_nBcsEQYeizojg%7E%7E&pe=D4ansUkPZKbtC3leyZ9aZolZShR1TNcnkf7vUwJGPhH3mieQBjnBaiuYNDlNfFXV7xDm5PlYcodbAznSHy4eAA%7E%7E&t=oNFuyVgQP5WYMBa3vT7SdQ%7E%7E
http://www.mmsend38.com/link.cfm?r=Q-WunKF3_nBcsEQYeizojg%7E%7E&pe=bi2ez7afMqS7mGONAG9r3vjnL6WPVaUb8WODmg4PZIdEjioSH2GOxkUYHng5alPuFkgjkqcQpcn1yhrpuNGlJg%7E%7E&t=oNFuyVgQP5WYMBa3vT7SdQ%7E%7E
http://www.mmsend38.com/link.cfm?r=Q-WunKF3_nBcsEQYeizojg%7E%7E&pe=zBsF20xKVlSKZnlkrR-_SZzxANpOz9_IzDQuyUaUUrFVACKNycpC8RL4m5tQ0rBsOGB7Aa47qUgJtBj97HxIVg%7E%7E&t=oNFuyVgQP5WYMBa3vT7SdQ%7E%7E
http://www.mmsend38.com/link.cfm?r=Q-WunKF3_nBcsEQYeizojg%7E%7E&pe=Ad_wwIKBFSSy53pwAWBSrJrh_xO0aOGpnMV-14NtNqhFYJCFbXvia6MK2reLI3eorgXlHgY8FdZ7YEfS1Vt1YQ%7E%7E&t=oNFuyVgQP5WYMBa3vT7SdQ%7E%7E
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Richard P. Vlosky, Ph.D. 
Director, Louisiana Forest Products Development Center 
Crosby Land & Resources Endowed Professor of Forest Sector Business Development 
Room 227, School of Renewable Natural Resources 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
Phone (office): (225) 578-4527; Fax: (225) 578-4251; Mobile Phone: (225) 223-1931 
Web Site: www.LFPDC.lsu.edu  
 

 
 
President, Forest Products Society; President, WoodEMA i.a. 

                                                                                        

http://www.lfpdc.lsu.edu/

