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Wood Bioenergy Update  
   
The featured research in the November/December edition of Wood Bioenergy US reviews recent 
developments in the wood power sector, and projects the future electricity generation and wood use of 
the sector in the US for the next ten years. Wood-sourced electricity generation in the United States 
maintains a stable profile with little likelihood for meaningful growth as a share of either total or 
renewable domestic energy production.  Efforts to accelerate, highlight and subsidize wood electricity 
over the past ten years correspond to total wood electricity growth of 4.7% for the period, which 
accounts for approximately 1% of total US electricity generation.  Within the renewable energy sector, 
wood electricity continues to lose market share to other sources such as wind.  
  
Forisk analysis of individual projects, US forest supplies and forest industry economics emphasize 
material and operable limits in growing the sector. Overall, the wood biopower sector has grown slowly. 
Of the 219 wood energy projects announced since 2010, 179 have failed to generate saleable 
power.  Since 2010, more wood bioenergy projects were cancelled or delayed in the U.S. than were 
successfully built and operated.  In practice, wood electricity projects thrive where operationally logical: 
in industrial settings that are already configured to (1) procure or produce residual woody biomass 
supplies and/or (2) leverage combined heat and power (CHP) synergies.   Looking forward, the sector 
projects stronger growth of 18% over the next three years with a flat, stable trajectory over the next 
decade. 
    
WBUS Market Update:  As of December 2014, WBUS counts 426 announced and operating wood 
bioenergy projects in the U.S. with total, potential wood use of 121.1 million tons per year by 
2023.  Based on Forisk analysis, 297 projects representing potential wood use of 84.6 million tons per 
year pass basic viability screening.  To download the free WBUS summary, click here 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A9jRXb8MZpX2eN6TK25bcvSUSHo0fcV1407F6CioCulPD8MSh6ebDhrnr95vYJwNh0bOLaJm9w5LQZa9GmzgzhSuTStjxgw1vKNLusYfmDxgwuPqyiq0kgLJlXbLBS4LrRyu9rsJPbcxPGDq4-2lifTfKue2yaZDX7rxb6iuLDzj5pBsqoWVcwSAMj4oA0vy8C7SGvj04fvKG7lhGKHjVynp1uj-kgcboB0d4fWgg84_tMh4hX6QUg==&c=oV6IeuDvIs2p7dWTDODSiM0cUCXoW1_dIM7Uj901QwfvEwpkUcmoCg==&ch=y9REN6Kp-d-w8w9Cl1U70_obPeICs3wDnKq7shRU0yU1k1o4YbGenA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A9jRXb8MZpX2eN6TK25bcvSUSHo0fcV1407F6CioCulPD8MSh6ebDhrnr95vYJwNvoK1uG8lsZ2AzRIOcRtymFwu5W4TRFYjZuxiZ3OoJjbtmjJG6nsjdus6skW-nbxPyBlryS_0DvgPDwSTNnP-_fL1Z3oEZHM7jCaGhsE7l_tL4yC5dLWM8qMhAeIECkOzHzQhnTWCUUJvOBqkr5xzZuIwXQWKM-r8xHX-yrSh7AE=&c=oV6IeuDvIs2p7dWTDODSiM0cUCXoW1_dIM7Uj901QwfvEwpkUcmoCg==&ch=y9REN6Kp-d-w8w9Cl1U70_obPeICs3wDnKq7shRU0yU1k1o4YbGenA==
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